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STATE’S ATTORNEY, SHERIFF PURSUE ABSENTEE BALLOT VIOLATIONS

Belleville, IL- St. Clair County States Attorney Brendan Kelly has charged violations of absentee ballot laws allegedly occurring in the weeks leading up to the recent April municipal elections.  Steveland Kidd (DOB 08/07/1987) was charged with 2 counts of Violation of Absentee Ballots by taking ballots without authorization to mail, a Class 3 Felony. His bond was set at $150,000 by Judge Vincent Lopinot. These charges stem from an investigation in Alorton which was conducted by the St. Clair County Sheriff.

St. Clair County State’s Attorney Brendan F. Kelly has also charged James W. Haywood, Jr.  (D.O.B. 01/01/54) of Cahokia, Illinois with one count of Violation of Absentee Ballots and August Stacker, Jr. (D.O.B. 09/23/53) of Belleville, Illinois with one count of Violation of Absentee Ballots.  Bond for each defendant was set at $150,000 by Judge Heinz Rudolph. These charges were investigated by the Cahokia Police Department.
Based on information reported by Alorton citizens and election officials, Captain Johnson, Lt. Weymouth, Sgt. Mokriakow, six investigators, and two deputies conducted approximately 200 interviews.  Approximately 200 man hours were put into the investigation.  The County Clerk reported 27 absentee ballots were challenged and rejected based upon information gathered by the sheriff's investigation that indicated potential interference or inappropriate pressure at some point during the voting process.
Sheriff Richard Watson stated he will not tolerate criminal interference in elections in St. Clair County and he will assign his personnel to work with the St. Clair County State’s Attorney’s office on future elections.  
"There is a lot of confusion among voters about what can and cannot be done with absentee voting, so someone trying to unfairly manipulate the democratic process could try to exploit that.  Citizens should absolutely exercise their right to vote and take advantage of absentee voting, but they should also be on guard against those who go beyond mere aggressive campaigning into acts that interfere with your vote," Kelly added.  "Absentee voting is no different than voting at the poll and should be treated with the same level of seriousness and sanctity."
Members of the public are reminded that the criminal charges against the defendants are only allegations and are not evidence of guilt.  The defendants are presumed innocent and are each entitled to a fair trial at which the prosecution has the burden of proving each of the defendants’ guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.
