February 14, 2013

Allegations of Inappropriate Relations between 

Former Coach and Student

Montgomery county, nc: Zachary Carr, a former coach at West Montgomery High School, was charged with taking indecent liberties with a student on February 14, 2013.

Carr, a graduate of West Montgomery High School, most recently served as junior varsity football coach and head wrestling coach before resigning on January 1, 2013.  He is a member of the community who was hired to coach several different sports teams – which has become a common occurrence due to dwindling budgets and fewer professional staff members being available to coach.

As a part of regular procedures, Carr did undergo a background check before being hired to coach in our school system, as do all employees and volunteers.  

Additionally, employees are reminded annually of Prohibited Relationships with Students as a part of the MCS Employee Handbook review.

Superintendent Dale Ellis is in the process of facilitating an Ethics Training at each school in the system to continue to stress the importance of employees maintaining a professional relationship with students at all times.  Dates for the trainings were scheduled earlier in the year and are ongoing at this time.  All employees are required to attend one of the trainings.

Inappropriate relationships between employees and students continue to be an issue that plagues school systems across the nation and state; however, school officials here in Montgomery County are working diligently to discourage this type of behavior from occurring in the school system.  While this is another unfortunate incident, we are thankful the allegations were reported in a timely fashion and we immediately began working with law enforcement.  School officials and law enforcement officials are aggressively investigating these issues and taking appropriate action.

A taskforce is being organized to examine ways the school district can stop the occurrences of inappropriate relationships with students. A variety of stakeholders are being invited to serve on the taskforce – parents, students, teachers, school administrators, law enforcement, and others – with the hope that we can look at ways to prevent these behaviors from happening in the future.  

The district is currently reviewing the policies pertaining to staff coverage of extracurricular activities to ensure maximum supervision and reduce the likelihood of inappropriate behaviors occurring between employees and students.  We are doing a total review of how employees operate around students.

MCS will continue to cooperate with the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office as it completes its investigation.

Procedural Statements:

· Members of the media should NOT go on campus to interview students and/or staff members.  We politely request that media outlets stay across the street, as to limit disruptions during the instructional day and after school activities.

· The district will not elaborate on specific personnel discipline situations, but we will answer any procedural questions you might have about our standard operating procedures or Board-approved policies.

· The district will not share information that reveals the identity of the students involved nor will the district specifically address details of the ongoing investigation. 

· Questions about details of the alleged incident will be referred to the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office.

· Any media inquiries about this situation should be directed to MCS Director of Communications Lindsay Whitley at (910) 576-6511, (910) 220-6750, or lindsay.whitley@montgomery.k12.nc.us.  

Key Points: Zachary Carr, former coach, West Montgomery High School:

· How the event happened:

1) Tip reported to district administration and law enforcement on February 14, 2013.

2) Investigation ensued and led to Mr. Carr being charged by the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office 

· MCS continues to cooperate with the MCSO as it completes its investigation.

· MCS conducts criminal background checks on all employees and coaches.

Timeline of Employment as Coach at West Montgomery High (unless otherwise noted):

2010-2011: Football Coach, Men’s Track Coach, Assistant Wrestling Coach—(West Middle)

2011-2012: JV Head Football Coach, Assistant Wrestling Coach, Assistant Varsity Track Coach – Boys, Assistant

     Varsity Track Coach – Girls

2012-2013: JV Head Football Coach, Head Wrestling Coach

