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DUFRESNE PLEADS
	Hahnville, LA, April 9, 2015-The St. Charles Parish District Attorney’s Office announced today that Shelley Dufresne has plead guilty to one (1) felony count of Obscenity and has admitted to engaging in a prohibited sexual relationship with a sixteen (16) year old male student.
	Pursuant to the terms of her guilty plea agreement, Dufresne was sentenced by Judge Anne Simon on the Obscenity charge to a deferred term of three (3) years incarceration with the Department of Corrections, three (3) years of active probation, and a $1,000.00 fine.  Conditions of probation include no contact with the victim or his family, forfeiture of her teaching certificate, and ninety (90) days in-patient mental health treatment in lieu of ninety (90) days in parish prison.
	The plea agreement calls for the original charge of Carnal Knowledge of a Juvenile (which carries a potential 10-year jail sentence and mandatory registration as a sex offender) to be held open during the term of Dufresne’s probation.  If Dufresne fails to successfully complete her probation, she would be subject to further prosecution on the Carnal Knowledge charge and incarceration followed by mandatory registration as a sex offender.
	The victim’s parents were present for Dufresne’s sentencing and expressed their support for this resolution of the case.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	District Attorney, Joel Chaisson II, stated “I want to thank my special prosecutor, Julie Cullen, for her efforts to reach a fair resolution of the case and to secure a felony guilty plea, thereby sparing the juvenile victim in this matter from having to testify at a public trial.”
